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From the Commanders Desk (Teri Parkinson): 
 
Hello to all of our members as you are now receiving the newsletter in print again.  We will be sending the 
newsletter out every 2 months to all of you who do not have an e-mail address.  If you do have an e-mail 
address and haven’t been receiving the newsletter, please e-mail our Newsletter Coordinator: 
newsletter@al133.com, and use “Add to newsletter distro list” to the subject line.  You will then begin 
receiving the newsletter on your computer for you to read as you get the time.  You will see some changes 
in the newsletter as you will have a 2 month calendar versus a single month, and hopefully, more actual 
news as to what is going on in our Post, District and at State level.  Our new newsletter editor is Rod Oshel 
who has replaced Don Hallom. Don has done a super job with the newsletter over the years, and Rod has 
some big shoes to fill here. 
 
We have had a very busy year so far this year.  With new officers inducted in June, the resignation of some 
of our newly elected officers, then with a Special Executive board meeting to replace the resigned officers, 
our leadership has been in quite a stressful position.  However, we are solidly on the right track now.  Your 
new Commander is Teri Parkinson, and 1st Vice Commander is Tim “Merlin” Smith, who will fill these 
positions until our next elections in May 2009.  Rex Fronduti has also taken over as Canteen manager in the 
midst of this chaos, and is doing a fantastic job for our membership.   
 
For those of you who haven’t visited us in awhile, we have made some long awaited changes and 
improvements in our Post in order to bring you all back in to see us!  Our front door has been replaced (big 
safety issue); we have new tables in the canteen (low and round to make our handicap members more 
comfortable), by the dance floor (tall and wider to facilitate socializing), and new chairs throughout the 
post.  We have remodeled the front men’s and women’s restrooms at long last as well.  We are also in the 
process of evaluating bids on fixing our electricity issues and once that work is done, will be adding 3 new 
smoke eaters to the canteen to help ensure all of our members are comfortable.  We are looking for 
someone to re-rail and recover our pool table now and will be purchasing some new pool cues as well to 
replace those that aren’t in the best of shape anymore.  Have you been bowling lately?  Well, we have a 
brand new bowling machine in the Canteen and it stays busy, busy, and busy.  A very special thanks goes 
out to the Ladies Auxiliary whose unselfish and unfailing generosity has resulted in the kitchen receiving a 
brand new stove!  We will have a Post access control system installed and up and running soon, we are now 
hoping for early February to have this accomplished.  Once this is done, you will receive an access control 
card which you will need to access the Post during business hours.  This is to ensure that only members 
have access, that no unauthorized personnel just saunter in, and to provide some additional security for our 
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bartenders late at night.  We will also begin accepting Visa and Master Card in the Canteen only, very 
soon. And this is just a start.  For years, the membership has voted and approved updates, remodels, and 
new purchases, all for the Good of the Legion, which have never been acted on.  We fully intend to rectify 
that and make our post a true family oriented and comfortable place to visit for all of our members, their 
family and our guests.   We have a ways to go, but the general membership has spoken on these issues and 
more, and we will take them in a priority order until the last one has been dealt with and resolved. 
 
For those of you who were not aware, we lost one of our most active Legionnaires and friend on 5 Nov 08.  
Ed Hicks had a massive heart attack and is no longer with us.  The Post held an Informal Memorial for Ed 
on 8 Nov 08 and you could tell by the number of friends and family that came out to remember Ed, that he 
was loved by all.  We have pledged that in carrying on Ed’s tradition, there will never be a guest in our Post 
who doesn’t feel welcome.  There was never any stranger when Ed was at the Post, nor should there ever 
be in Post 133. 
 
 We have a lot coming up in the next few months, so take a good look at your calendars.  Our Post 
Christmas party is on 13 Dec 08, social hour at 6:00 p.m., dinner at 7:00 p.m., and all members are 
welcome to attend at no charge!  We will have lots of food, fellowship and dancing to the music of “Pitchin 
Wu” out of Birmingham.  Please plan to join us for a whole lot of fun!  We also have the New Years party 
up and coming very quickly and will have tickets on sale for this event beginning on 1 Dec 08. 
 
Welcome back to all of our members, we have heard you say you don’t get the information any more, you 
never know when we need some help or when special events are going on, etc…, and we have taken steps 
to correct that right here.  I know that this input was long, but we had a lot of information to share with you.  
We hope to see you all again very soon! 
 
Upcoming Events: 
6 Dec 08:  40 & 8 Christmas Party 
13 Dec 08:  Legion Christmas Party 
20 Dec 08:  Membership Drive, Sear’s in Eastdale Mall, 10-4 
31 Dec 08:  New Years Eve Party 
10 Jan 09:  ALR State Meeting at Post 133 1300 
11 Jan 09:  District 32 Meeting at Post 133 1330 
10 Jan 09:  ALR State Meeting at Post 133 
17 Jan 09:  ALR sponsored Poker Run for Cooper Bradshaw Registration starts at 1100 
17 JAN 09: Special Saturday Night Spaghetti Dinner 1700-2000 
15-18 Jan 09:  Legion Mid-Winter Conference, Montgomery Renaissance Hotel 

1st Vice Commander (Tim “Merlin” Smith):  

I would like to challenge all Legion, SAL, AUX and ALR to become more involved with the Legion. For 
those of you who have not been into the Legion in a while, I want to invite you back in for a visit to see the 
new faces and the changes being made. After all this is your Legion and the Legion can only be as good as 
its members. I would also like to wish you all "Happy Holidays" and a wonderful New Year. Come out and 
let's make this the best year the Legion has ever had. 
 
 
Sick Call/Hospitalizations: 
 

• John Kosick has cancer and is not doing very well 
**Update** John passed away on Nov. 26 

• Dennis Shelton, Jr. is at UAB and is having very, very 
serious kidney issues 
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Post 133 Women's Auxiliary membership meetings are the second Monday of each month starting at 7:00 
p.m. 
  
As discussed at last month's meeting, we will be hosting a "Coat Drive" to collect used coats, jackets and 
"lap throws" for donations to the Montgomery VA.  Please open up your hearts, clean out your closets and 
donate any serviceable outerwear you no longer need or use.  There is a designated receptacle at the Post to 
place them in.   
  
Please come join us on Nov 30th as we get together with other members of the post to decorate the legion 
for the Christmas Season (After breakfast is finished). Everyone's help in this fun activity will be greatly 
appreciated.   
  
I'd like to give a very special thank you to the members from the other Post 133 organizations who time 
after time step up and volunteer to assist the Ladies Auxiliary on Wednesday & Friday night 
suppers/steaks. 
 
We could not continue to do our events without the combined effort of everyone.  We very much appreciate 
your time, effort, and willingness to step up and help when asked.  This leads me to our monthly request for 
volunteers on Friday Night steaks and Wednesday Night Supper.  We are scheduled for Steak Night on 
Friday, Dec 12th and Wednesday, supper on Dec 17.  The Friday night steak sign-up sheets are on the 
Auxiliary notice board, so if you have the time please help.  
 
For the Wed night supper we are going to host a chili cook-off, let's get together have some fun, and share 
some of the best family recipes at the same time.  Flyers to sign up will be going up around the post shortly.   
  
An important part of our organization is our membership and I want to take this time to remind you that the 
membership dues are to be paid no later than 1 Jan 2009 in order for you to continue to visit the post.  
 
Finally 
 
Christmas Acrostic  
 
C is for the Child born that night to be our light. (John 8:12)  
H is for holy is His name. (Rev.4:8)  
R is for rejoice with gladness & joy. (Luke 1:14)  
I is for Immanuel, God with us. (Is.7:14,) John 1:14)  
S is for the star that led the Wise men to Him. (Matt.2:2)  
T is for the truth & grace that was sent our way. (John 1:14) 
M is for Mother Mary laying Him in swaddling clothes in the manger. (Luke 2:7) 
A is for angels singing songs of joy. (Luke 2:14)  
S is for salvation.  
 
Bev McGovern, President 
Ladies Auxiliary 
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President Beverly McGovern 
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  Web site   www.alr133.com  
 
 

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS  HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED 
 

As most of you should know by now, Dave Swadley took a job in Kansas City and has moved on.  His last 
tasking was the special meeting for the By-Law update, which has been voted in.  Dave will be missed by 
us all and will remain a SAL and ALR member of this Post.  Best wishes in your new job Dave, and please, 
keep in touch.  The Holiday season is upon us, and we don’t have too much coming up as a result.  
However, keep your eyes on the web site and Post newsletter for upcoming events.  At the December ALR 
meeting on 15th, we will be taking nominations for new Post 133 ALR officer for the 2009-2010 year.  We 
will be electing the new officers during our 19 Jan 09 general membership meeting.  The State ALR 
meeting will be at Post 133 on 10 Jan 09 at 1:00.  We will be voting for new officers for the upcoming 2 
year cycle, so please try to be there.   
 
The Legion Christmas party will be on the 13th of December.  Please plan to attend as we decided not to 
have an ALR specific party this year.  We also have the New Year’s party coming up and would like to 
encourage you all to plan on attending if you are in town.  The ALR has given up their rotation in the 
kitchen, but that doesn’t mean our help is not needed.  If you can help out, regardless of who is in the 
kitchen, your help will be appreciated.   
 
The USMC Toys for Tots run will be on 7 Dec 08.  We will meet at the Legion for breakfast 10:00 and ride 
to the “Breakroom” to meet up with others.  From there it will be on to the Capital for the drop off and 
ceremonies.  There is a box in the post for anyone who would like to drop off a toy for this event.   
 
We will be putting together a special Poker Run to help the parents of Cooper Bradshaw (Harry Bishop’s 
grandson, Parents are Brent and Sandy Bradshaw).  Cooper has a rare disease called “Neurocutaneous 
Melanosis” and is currently undergoing Chemo-Therapy.  Cooper has already had 2 surgeries since his 
birth, now this diagnosis and he is only 15 months old!  As you might guess the co-pays involved between 
In/Out Patient visits and medications, are taking a very heavy toll on Brent and Sandy.  We are going to try 
to help out by donating the proceeds of the Poker Run to help with medical costs.  More details to follow as 
we get them, but plan on 17 Jan 08, 2 or 4 wheels, rain or shine!  We will need all the help we can get to 
put on a Poker Run as well. 
 

Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
 
7 Dec 08:  Toys for Tots Run 
13 Dec 08:  Legion Christmas Party 
15 Dec 08:  ALR Monthly meeting (Nominations 
for 2009-2010 Officers will be due) 
31 Dec 08:  New Years Eve Party 
10 Jan 09:  ALR State Meeting 
17 Jan 09:  ALR sponsored Poker Run for 
Cooper Bradshaw 
19 Jan 09:  ALR Monthly meeting (Elections of 
2009-2010 Officers) 
 

 

Post 133 American Legion Riders 
Director Bobby Parkinson  
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December 2008 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 
SAL Dinner 

4 5 
Overhead 
Door Party 
1830hrs 

 

6 
Santa at Legion 
1200 to 1600 
 
40&8 Christmas 
Party 1700hrs 

 

7 
SAL Breakfast 
 
Toys for Tots Run 

8 
AUX 
meeting 
1900hrs 

 

9 
Legion 
Meeting 
1900hrs 

 

10 
SAL Dinner 

11 12 
AUX Steaks 

13 
Legion 
Christmas Party 
1700hrs 
Band Pitchin 
Wu 

 

14 
ALR Breakfast 

15 
ALR 
Meeting 
1900hrs 

 

16 
SAL 
Meeting 
1900hrs 

 

17 
AUX Dinner 

18 19 
ALR Steaks 

20 
Membership Drive, 
Sear’s in Eastdale 
Mall, 10-4 
 

21 
40 & 8 Breakfast 

22 23 24 
No Cooking 

25 
Christmas 
Day 

 

26 
No Cooking 

27 

28 
No Cooking 

29 30 31 
Legion New 
Years Party at 
1800hrs 
Band Pitchin 
Wu 

 

   

 
 
 

• Canteen Hours 
  Monday thru Thursday  1500 – 2200 
  Friday    1500 – 2400 
  Saturday             1200 – 2400 
  Sunday    1200 – 2200 
Band/Karaoke - Friday                2000 – 2400 
 

ote Canteen will be closed on Christmas Day, December 25 
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January 2009 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
New Years Day 

2  
 Legion Steaks 

3 

4 
 SAL Breakfast 

5 6 7  
 SAL Dinner 

8 9 
 Legion Steaks 
 
District 32 Meeting 
at Post 133 

10 
ALR State Meeting 
at Post 133 – 
1300hrs 

11 
 Legion Breakfast 
 
District 32 meeting- 
Post133 – 1330hrs 

12  
AUX meeting  
1900hrs 

13 
Legion Meeting  
1900hrs 

14 
 SAL  Dinner 

15 
Legion Mid-Winter 
Conference, 
Montgomery 
Renaissance Hotel 

16 
 Aux Steaks 
 
Legion Mid-Winter 
Conference 
continues 

17 
Legion Mid-Winter 
Conference continues 
 
Special Spaghetti Dinner 
1700-2000 
 
ALR Sponsored Poker Run 

18 
 40 & 8 Breakfast 
 
Legion Mid-Winter 
Conference finishes 

19 
Martin Luther King 
Day 
 
ALR Meeting 
1900hrs 
 

20 
SAL Meeting 
1900hrs 

21 
 AUX Dinner 

22 23 
 Legion Steaks 

24 
Membership 
Appreciation Night 
1700-2000 

5 
 Legion Breakfast 

26 27 28 
 SAL Dinner 

29 30 
 Legion Steaks 

31 

 

• Canteen Hours 
  Monday thru Thursday  1500 – 2200 
  Friday    1500 – 2400 
  Saturday             1200 – 2400 
  Sunday    1200 – 2200 
Band/Karaoke - Friday                2000 – 2400 


